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Nichols’ News 
Now that school has started, I 
just don’t have time to do all 
those things that I did last 
summer!  I read a lot and don’t 
seem to have the time to do it as 
much.  However, if you read 
and want to share with others, I 
did create a Facebook Group 
called “The Great Central New 
York Book Club.”  If you want to 
say something about a book you 
read, drop me a line and I will 
put you in the group.  I got 
some great ideas about books I 
want to read--when I have time 
again. 
 
Thanks to all the people that 
helped out at the New York 
State Fair for ESM’s turn at 
running the NYSUT Booth in 
the Center of Progress Building.  
We gave away so many pencils 
and rulers that if any kid in 
Central New York complains 
about not having something to 
write with… 
 
Not to be a namedropper, but 
both Senator Dave Valesky and 
Senator Joe Griffo stopped by 
the NYSUT booth to say hello.  
We talked about the change in 
the ELA test dates in April.  
Senator Valesky followed up by 
sending our office a copy of the 
letter he sent to Commissioner 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
John King. In this letter, he 
scolds him for neglecting to 
seek schools’ input and for 
placing a burden on both 
schools and families.  Senator 
Griffo took the opportunity to 
say that he was glad that 
NYSUT won our lawsuit 
regarding 20% instead of 40% 
of our APPR being tied to 
student test scores.  It is nice to 
know that our elected officials 
do listen to us and do care.  I 
would like to point out that 
both senators are married to 
teachers.  So they also have 
good taste… 
 
I hope everyone enjoyed the 
ESM United Teachers Pizza 
Party.  Thanks go out to Cindy 
Todd for organizing and setup.  
Also thanks to everyone who 
pitched in to sell tickets and 
work the tables.  Let us not 
forget the incredible music 
from both bands.  We can all be 
proud of the money we raised 
for such good causes. 
 
We are approaching the 
deadline for people to let us 
know about problems with their 
schedules and issues of that ilk.  
You can complain to me in 
November about it, but I won’t 
be able to help you much then.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Also, don’t forget to write your  
SMART Goals for October 15.   
Because it falls on a Saturday, it 
might make sense to turn them 
in Friday the 14th of October--  
unless you and your principal 
work something out for a 
Saturday hand-off… 
 
I already mentioned the 
Calendar Change.  It was out of 
all of our hands so we are doing 
the best we can.  This was not a 
shining moment for the brand 
new Commissioner of 
Education.  Perhaps we should 
work on a “Commissioner-In-
Need-Of-Improvement Plan.” 
 
“Politics” is often a dirty word 
in the lead up to elections.  But 
“Voting” can never be a bad 
word!  We need to exercise our 
right to vote.  Sometimes it is 
inconvenient, sometimes we 
forget.  Please don’t let that 
happen again.  Approximately 
9% of our ESM members are 
not currently registered to vote, 
according to materials sent to 
our office from NYSUT.  There 
may be explanations for this.  
Some of that information may 
be incorrect or out of date.  If 
you moved, you may have 
forgotten to register.  You may 
have    thought   that   you   were         
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automatically registered when 
you did something with your 
driver’s license.  Perhaps you 
got married and changed your 
name.  We handed out Voter 
Registration forms at the Pizza 
Party and I can get more.  Let 
me know if you need one for 
yourself or for a friend or 
relative.  This is a big deal. 
 
According to our New York 
State Comptroller, Tom 
Dinapoli, your pension is in 
great shape!  The fund has been 
making money and has been 
doing well despite the roller 
coaster ride that is the Dow 
Jones Industrial Average.  
Why?  Good management.  
Sound investment choices.  Not 
letting the state government 
borrow against it.  That last one 
is what has destroyed the 
integrity of many public 
pension funds around the 
country.  But when you hear in 
the press that our pension is a 
bad thing, please know it isn’t.  
Let’s keep it that way.  If there 
ever is a Constitutional 
Convention, number one on the 
list of things to do will be to get 
at your Retirement System.  Be 
vigilant! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ESM is working to update our 
APPR in a manner that will 
make it reasonable, realistic, 
and relevant.  Some schools are 
rushing to do things that they 
will only regret later.  Frankly, 
ESM doesn’t need to be the first 
lawsuit.  We can let that honor 
go to others.  Right now, we are 
doing the same thing we have 
been doing and when we have a 
new agreement, you will hear 
about it.  It is a steep learning 
curve, and nobody really knows 
what it will look like in the end. 
 
Speaking of APPR, recently I 
attended the On-Line and 
Blended Learning Summit 
Albany.  While you are 
wrapping your head around 
how we can have so few 
administrators observe every 
teacher 2 times a year, with 
both pre and post conferences, 
think about this:  If you were an 
administrator, and you had 
teachers teaching on-line 
courses, how do you assess 
those teachers?  It seems very 
likely that we will be offering 
some form of online courses in 
the near future, perhaps before 
the end of our next contract.  
Online teaching is a different 
skill set, and you would also be 
measured differently.  
Classroom management 
becomes more about 
organization than discipline.  I 
just wanted you to know that 
people are thinking about this 
stuff even if you aren’t.   
 
I will now put in a blatant plug 
for the CORE Federal Credit 
Union.  In the interest of full 
disclosure I should tell you that 
I am a member of the Board of 
Directors of the CORE Credit 
Union.   This credit union was 
established by teachers in our 

district many years ago and was 
originally housed at the High 
School.  Now we have grown to 
three branch buildings:  
East Syracuse, North Syracuse, 
Morrisville, and, of course, the 
Spartan Branch in the High 
School.   
 
I am proud to say that I go with 
High School students to the 
elementary schools to 
participate in Bank at School 
Day.  I see my students from 
class working the Spartan 
Branch.  I’m proud of the 
national awards CORE has won 
for what we do.  So let me ask 
you:  Are you taking advantage 
of what your credit union has to 
offer?  If not, stop in there and 
find out why everybody speaks 
so highly of Bill Sweeney and 
his staff.  You won’t be 
disappointed. 
 
Finally, many of the people who 
were laid off last June have 
been hired back in some 
capacity.  Not everyone though, 
and we are always working on 
that.  How the next budget will 
impact staffing remains to be 
seen.  We will keep you posted.   
 
Have a great year!  
 
Thanks, 

John 
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                     ESM Retirees Luncheon Dates  
                          Always the 1st Thursday of odd school-year months.   
                         Upcoming dates:  Nov. 3, Jan. 5, March 1, May 3 
                                 Rico’s Ristorante (Rt 290) 

 
                     Questions-call Larry Loudis 656-3934 

 
 
 

                             
 

                            
 

 
  

 
Please forward any items 
you would like to be 
included in the next issue 
of FOCUS to Jami Mock at 
jmock@esmschools.org  

 

  Random Teacher Trivia 

1. Teachers in China are highly 
respected. They hardly ever leave the 
profession and are reasonably paid. 
Teachers in Germany enjoy the same 
situation. Teachers in England are 
poorly regarded. 

2. In ancient Greece teachers were paid 
higher wages than skilled craftsman. 
They received gifts from citizens also. 
The highest paid teachers in Greece 
were music teachers. 

4. The great African civilizations from 
the time of the Pharaohs in ancient 
Egypt to the Kingdoms of Kush and 
Nubia produced teachers that were 
respected all over the ancient world. 

5. In the U.S. the percentage of 
teachers over age 48 is rising every 
year. The percentage of teachers under  
age 35 is decreasing. 

6. According to the National 
Association of Head Teachers, almost 
25% of head teachers in England and 
Wales reported by survey they drank 
too much or were alcoholics. 
 
associatedcontent.com 

FOR SALE 
 
 
 
 
 

8’x12’ Shed 
 (cost of materials) 

ESM Carpentry  750-9451 
One per Semester (First come first serve)

6’4” Walls, 8’ Peak, 4’ or 6’ Door, 25 Year Shingles, 
 T1-11 Siding 

4x4 Treated Skis, Treated 2x6 Floor, 3/4” Deck, 
 Cedar Trim 

 

Blessed are the flexible: 
For they shall not get 

bent out of shape! 
~Anonymous 

East Syracuse-Minoa Cosmetology 
Class presents  

The Annual Craft Show 
 

 

Crafters Wanted!! 
 

Date: Saturday November 12 
                 Time: 10-4 pm 
 
Cost: $25.00 for one space and table or $45.00 for two 
 

First Come, First Served! 
 
For more information or to register call 434-3305 and ask for Bernie or 
Carol. You may also request more information by email:   
breppi@esmschools.org
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                 ADOPT A TROOP    

                           
HELP SUPPORT OUR SOLDIERS!! 

 
In partnership with the East Syracuse Lion's Club, we have adopted a 38 man 
engineering platoon from Fort Drum which is being deployed in late October, as well as 
 6 ESM grads, 3 parents and 1 educator.  
 
Collections will go through October 28th.  Items requested are: 
  
SNACKS: 

beef jerky/slim Jim's 
granola/nuts/seeds/protein bars/fiber bars/peanut butter/crackers/mini 
boxes of cereal/dried fruit/gold fish 
hot fries/pringles/any individually wrapped snack 
gum/hard candy/cough drops/chewy candies 
hot chocolate/single drink packets for water bottles/energy drinks/instant 
coffee 
ramen noodles/easy mac/minimeals in plastic(ravioli/soup/etc) 
 
TOILETRIES: 
toothbrushes/mouthwash(mint)/toothpaste/dental floss 
fragrance free body and hand lotion 
hand sanitizers/soap/BABY WIPES 
WHITE socks/foot powder/gel inserts  
fly strips chapstick/sunscreen 
razors 
sewing kits 
air fresheners/febreeze 
DEODORANT-NOT ANTIPERSPIRANT!! 
shampoo 
Baby powder, foam shaving cream, AAA batteries,  
playing cards, Post Cards from places in the USA, 
original stories written by the students. 

  
Since we must respect customs in Iraq/Afg. we can not send any pork products.  So, no 
pork rind snacks or any magazine showing skin.  It's best not to collect any magazines. 
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FLU CLINIC 
 

 OCTOBER 19TH 2:30P.M.-4:30P.M. 
 
 HIGH SCHOOL HEALTH OFFICE 

 
 COST: $30: PAYMENT AT TIME OF SERVICE (CASH OR CHECK) 

 
 SIGN UP WITH CONNIE BANIEWICZ AT THE HIGH SCHOOL HEALTH OFFICE BY OCTOBER 12TH   (Contact  by EMAIL ONLY)  

 
THIS SERVICE IS OFFERED TO ALL DISTRICT  FACULTY AND STAFF.  IF YOU SIGN UP, PLEASE BE SURE TO SHOW UP, A 
VACCINE IS BEING RESERVED FOR YOU. 
 
INSURANCE CLAIMS ARE NOT SUBMITTED.   YOU MAY RECEIVE A RECEIPT TO SUBMIT TO INSURANCE ON YOUR OWN. 
 
PLEASE CHECK WITH YOUR INSURANCE PROVIDER REGARDING FLU SHOT COVERAGE. 
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Special Thanks (and major FISTBUMPS) 
to the following for contributing to this 
month’s FOCUS: 

Bernie Reppi 
Cindy Todd 

Connie Baniewicz 
Jackie Scholl 

Jeremy  Henderson 
John Nichols 

Mary Kathleen Adams 
Maureen Robinson 

Phil Kugler 
Sally Mitchell 


